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Dear Reader,
As we have our eyes on women's history this month, it is fitting that we should reflect on the
history of our movement against intimate partner violence, which plays a key role in the greater
story of women's liberation in the US. This fight that began as the Battered Women's Movement
has evolved in name and scope, yet the heart of the mission remains the same. “The Battered
Women’s Movement began as an intersection between the women’s liberation movement and the
courageous actions of individual survivors and their allies who dared to break the silence and
speak out about their horrific experiences at the hands of male partners. We feel privileged to
carry the baton of the brave women who have gone before us in our fight to see an end to the
violence against women and all intimate partners. This month, we want to give a glimpse at some
important moments in this ongoing story, highlight one of our staff members who has been on the
frontlines of this work, and hear from another of our incredible survivor clients who inspires us all
to keep writing this story of liberation until the ending is freedom for all.
Happy Reading,
The MBP Team

How long have you been involved with The Mary Byron
Project? Almost 6 years
How did you get involved with MBP? In early 2016, I moved
back home to Louisville and was looking to continue working in
the domestic violence field. I feel so grateful to have learned
about the Mary Byron Project and that they happened to be
looking for a new team member.
What inspired your passion with the cause of ending intimate
partner violence? I started volunteering for a local domestic
violence and sexual assault agency while I was in undergrad at
the University of Missouri. The experience changed my life and I
have volunteered and/or worked in the field ever since.

Why do you think the work of The Mary Byron Project is important? MBP’s Appellate
Advocacy program is the only program in the state that can provide crucial support for victims who
have been denied justice through the legal system, and we’ve heard time and time again from
victims just how important this service was in their quest for freedom and safety. In addition to
serving these individuals, our appellate work and legal training program seek to create much
needed change in the overall justice system, which in my opinion, is what it will take to truly begin
to decrease rates of intimate partner violence.
Tell us about your family: My husband, Scott, and I have been married for almost 13 years. We
have two kiddos, Sam (5) and Lucy (2).
What is your favorite (pick one: music artist/song/book/movie)? One of my most persistent
qualities is that I am VERY indecisive and it’s nearly impossible for me to choose a favorite
anything. I love anything written by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie and Jhumpa Lahiri, and most
every song by Regina Spektor, Frightened Rabbit and Death Cab for Cutie.
What do you like to do for fun? I love to refinish furniture and am a woodworker-in-training. I
enjoy making things with my hands- sewing, painting, crafting, you name it. I also like to run and
to read and I am forever thankful for audiobooks, which let me accomplish both at the same time.
I am a hopeless reminiscer- I could look through old photos and watch home movies endlessly.
What are the best toppings for a pizza? Green peppers and onions.

