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Dear Reader,
Today my heart was broken as I thought of the difficulties faced by
mothers and children who are trying to escape violence. As I
contemplated the imperfect way that courts address intimate partner
violence, how it must seem hopeless and an all-loss situation for so
many seeking protection through the system, I was grateful for the
meaningful work we are doing at MBP. The opportunity to be the
voice for brave survivors of intimate partner violence as they strive
for safety and security, to speak truth to them about their
tremendous worth and lack of fault, to give them hope and justice is
such an honor. Thank you for making this valuable work a priority!

This month, as we celebrate Black History Month, I invite you to learn more about black women
who have been instrumental in the quest to end sexual and domestic violence. I’ll encourage you
to sign up for our teen dating violence month webinar, continue celebrating our 20th Anniversary,
and learn a little more about me, my journey to MBP, and my hopes for MBP. Finally, I’ll remind
you that our Mary Byron Legal Fellows Program is still accepting applications, until March 1, from
attorneys who are passionate about helping others, desirous of improving their legal skills and
knowledge, and open to knowing more about intimate partner violence. Applications are available
at www.marybyronproject.org/our-work/legal-fellows-program/.

Happy reading,

In honor of Black History Month, we’re sharing this wonderful poster, created by the Virginia
Sexual and Domestic Violence Action Alliance, which highlights the contributions and leadership
of black women in the movement to end sexual and domestic violence throughout history.

This month, as a part of our ongoing 20 for 20 Campaign, we encourage you to take 20 minutes to mail
letters to your representatives urging their support of important IPV legislation and their diligence in
staying informed and active on the issue. Your voice matters and small actions like this can amount to a
huge impact. Feel free to use our sample letters as a template: HB 26 Sample Letter + VAWA Sample
Letter. If you live in Kentucky, you can use this link to find information about your legislators.

Name: Dorislee Gilbert
How long have you been involved with The Mary Byron Project?
I joined the Mary Byron Project as Executive Director in June 2019.

How did you get involved with MBP?
Before joining MBP, I was a prosecutor for many years. One of my mentors was an intelligent,
skilled, and persuasive prosecutor named Carol Cobb. I had heard Carol talk for years about a
tragic case she had prosecuted and a family that allowed their tragedy to be turned into
something good. I knew they were connected with the creation of VINE--a very valuable resource
for prosecutors--and some other charitable work in their daughter’s name.
Years later, after Carol had retired and I was still a prosecutor primarily handling appeals, I was at
a Christmas party when a colleague told me that the Mary Byron Project was thinking of starting
an appellate advocacy program for survivors of intimate partner violence. My interest was piqued.
I sat down with Marcia a few weeks later to learn more. Nearly six months later, I joined MBP and
now I have the privilege of handling appeals for survivors of intimate partner violence and
teaching others to do the same.
What inspired your passion with the cause of ending intimate partner violence?
I’m not really sure. I did some creative writing about intimate partner violence when I was younger.
Then, when I became a prosecutor, I wanted to be involved with cases that I could be passionate
about. I wanted to help people who had been victimized by terrible crimes try to find hope and
justice. Soon after I became a prosecutor, I was pointed towards domestic violence work as this
kind of work. I found the work challenging, rewarding, and sometimes more heartbreaking than I
could imagine. I found professional relationships built through this kind of work meaningful and
vital to coping with the secondary trauma that this work can cause. I remain passionate about
work aimed at ending intimate partner violence because of the unjust toll intimate partner violence
takes on those who are victimized—how it breaks not just bones, but spirits and families. I want to
see that kind of pain come to an end. My goal is to bring light, encouragement, hope, and safety
to survivors by improving how our legal system and our whole society prevents, discourages, and
responds to and heals from intimate partner violence.
Why do you think the work of The Mary Byron Project is important?
MBP’s work is so important because intimate partner violence puts lives at risk, and in the justice
system where intimate partner violence-related issues often come for resolution, it is so
misunderstood. Holding the system accountable to survivors, training system-participants, and
innovating solutions are important ways to protect and save lives.
What are you most excited for in MBP's future?
I’m excited for so much, I hardly know where to begin. Our Mary Byron Legal Fellows Program will
begin in a few months, and I’m thrilled that we will be equipping attorneys to better relate to and
represent survivors of intimate partner violence. Our Appellate Advocacy Program is really taking
shape and growing, and it is so rewarding to be able to provide skilled appellate advocacy to
survivors who so desperately want to be heard, believed, and protected. Our Professional
Training and Development Program has been doing impressive work—already training systemparticipants about the dynamics of intimate partner violence and the intersection of the law, and
we are preparing to do so much more with so many other groups. What I’m most excited about is
how we are bringing a culture of change to how intimate partner violence cases are handled
through the justice system, and we are making survivors heard in ways that they haven’t been
before.
Tell us about your family:
My husband and I have been married for 14 years, but we’ve known each other almost a quarter
of a century. We have two fantastic boys—soon to be 8 and 11.
What is your favorite book?
My favorite book is usually whatever I am currently reading. Right now that happens to be
Dogman: Grime and Punishment, a graphic novel by Dav Pilkey, and Be The Bridge: Pursuing
God’s Heart for Racial Reconciliation by Latahsa Morrison. But I’d be remiss if I didn’t mention
Landing a Library Job, written by my fraternal twin sister, Deloris Foxworth. And my favorite book
about intimate partner violence is Rachel Louise Snyder’s No Visible Bruises.
What do you like to do for fun?

I’m a big fan of theater. I even belonged to a company in Chicago while I was in law school there.
Before COVID-19 changed our lives so much, my boys and I regularly visited the Children’s
Theater at Derby Dinner Playhouse. Pre-pandemic we also had many family outings to live kids’
shows—Wild Kratz 2.0, PJ Masks, Veggie Tales, etc. I also like to swim, play board games, read,
and hang out with my family.
What are the best toppings for a pizza?
Pepperoni and cheese
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