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Dear Reader,
I hope 2021 finds you well and, almost one month in, still hopeful for
what the year can bring. I am hopeful. Our new President has a track
record that shows he cares about ending intimate partner violence.
You may already know that then-Senator Joe Biden was one of the
sponsors of the Violence Against Women Act when it first passed in
1994. Check out the video below to hear more about President
Biden’s connection to the Mary Byron Project.

One of the most misunderstood aspects of intimate partner violence—coercive control—has
recently received national media coverage. You can find the article, by Melena Ryzik and Katie
Benner, here. While the legal definition of “domestic violence and abuse” does not include
coercive control, proposed legislation introduces the idea of coercive control as part of intimate
partner violence. Kentucky House Bill (HB) 26, proposes to include in the definition of “domestic
violence and abuse” certain acts against domestic animals “when used as a method of coercion,
control, punishment, intimidation, or revenge.”
Our Mary Byron Legal Fellows Program is now accepting applications. You’ll find more information
in this issue. Also, in this issue, you’ll find out how we continue to Celebrate 20 years, hear from
those we are helping, find a fun tool to help foster healthy relationships in teenagers, and learn
who has been awarded the Celebrating Solutions Award for Excellence.
Happy Reading,

To celebrate our 20th anniversary, we continued our 20 for 20 Campaign this month by
encouraging people to sign up for our monthly newsletter, Justice In Action, as a way to stay
informed about the work of MBP. For those who were already signed up, we encouraged them to
or share the sign up link. #MBP20for20

We also shared a video made by then Vice President Joe Biden for the Mary Byron Project. It’s
short but very impactful- we hope you’ll take a few minutes to watch it!
sh

To learn more, visit marybyronproject.org/our-work/legal-fellows-program/.

Interested applicants should apply by February 15, 2021.

February is Teen Dating Violence Awareness month, a time when advocates,parents,
teachers, and communities come together to raise awareness about teen dating violence and
promote safe, healthy relationships. We love this video, produced by Celebrating Solutions
Winner Day One, for it’s relatable depiction of how easy it can be to confuse love and abuse.

We are thrilled to begin 2021 with this exciting announcement! In celebration of our 20th
Anniversary and to honor the incredible impact of our Celebrating Solutions Award winners over
the years, we have awarded $40,000 to previous winners to continue their innovation in domestic
violence work. Check out this press release for details.
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