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Dear Reader,

As we say goodbye (and good riddance!) to 2020, I can’t help but
reflect on the uncertainty that this year has brought for so many, but
especially for those who are victims or survivors of intimate partner
violence.
Recently, someone asked me about the impact of the pandemic, social isolation, and quarantining
on rates of intimate partner violence, and, with trepidation, I responded that I just didn’t think we
could know the full impact yet. In a world where people have been under such economic stress,
housing uncertainty, and heretofore unheard of social isolation, I fear that we’ve only seen the tip
of the iceberg. I fear that as life returns to normal, we are going to hear more about abuse that
was endured alone and in silence. But there is hope. And not just in the form of a vaccine. The
work that we have accomplished for survivors paves the way for those who have the opportunity
to escape an abusive relationship in 2021 to do so safely.

In recent weeks, for example, we received two favorable opinions from the Kentucky Court of
Appeals for our clients. We helped keep an abuser from manipulating the court system to continue
exercising control over one survivor, and we helped another survivor and her two daughters stay
safe as a family, away from the danger the abuser presented to them. Our advocacy for these
survivors protected these women, but it was also a testament to judges, lawyers, and abusers that
the Mary Byron Project is here to speak loudly for the rights of survivors to be free from abuse and
protected by the law. Without doubt, our services will be vital as we emerge from our quarantine
bubbles and isolation.
I am so excited this month for you to learn about our newest program—the Mary Byron Legal
Fellows Program, which will allow us to serve even more survivors. This month you will also meet
our newest Board member and hear about our Celebrating Solutions semi-finalists in anticipation
of our upcoming awards. Remember that if you are looking to make your year-end tax-deductible
contribution in support of our work, you can do so here.
I wish you the very best holiday season!
Happy reading,

To celebrate our 20th anniversary, we continued our 20 for 20 Campaign this month by spreading
knowledge and sharing 20 facts about intimate partner violence. #MBP20for20

The Mary Byron Legal Fellows Program is a new initiative that will begin in 2021. It is a leadership
and skill-building program that equips attorneys to provide pro bono legal services to victims of
intimate partner violence, most specifically through the Mary Byron Project’s Appellate Advocacy
Program. The Legal Fellows Program will allow expansion of services to more survivors and
provide greater impact in shaping and changing the law to protect survivors and bring an end to
intimate partner violence. More information about the Legal Fellows Program can be found on our
website. Interested applicants can apply between January 11-February 15.
The innovative Legal Fellows Program was recently awarded an $8,000 grant by the Louisville
Bar Foundation (LBF), the giving arm of the Louisville Bar Association. Since 1981, LBF has
distributed more than $2.7 million in grants to local organizations for the delivery of legal services
to the poor and indigent; for law-related public education; and for improvement of the judiciary, the
legal profession, and citizen access to the justice system. The Mary Byron Project was one of
eight programs selected to receive this prestigious grant in the last quarter of 2020. In receiving
this award, the Mary Byron Project joins other well-known and impactful local legal programs,
such as ElderServe, CASA of the River Region, Kentucky Refugee Ministries, and the Legal Aid
Society.

This month we sat down with one of our newest board members,
Gerina Diana Whethers. Here’s what she had to say:
How long have you been involved with The Mary Byron Project?
I have had the pleasure of working with several of its Board
Members in the past, since 2014.
How did you get involved with MBP?
When I worked as Executive Director of Victim Services at the KY
Attorney General’s Office, we partnered with the University of KY
and Board Members of the Mary Byron Project, to create the
Commonwealth’s 1st Statewide Domestic Violence Fatality Review.
I also worked with the Mary Byron Project on other programs during
my time at the KY Attorney General’s Office.
What inspired your passion with the cause of ending intimate partner violence?
Intimate Partner Violence permeates through every fabric of our society. It affects all of us, and I
am humbled to be part of a solution for our communities. I always share that we don’t choose the
work, it chooses us. You have to want to be part of change (that’s the difference between working
and working with passion). This is why I’ve worked with survivors/and the public all my adult life.
Why do you think the work of The Mary Byron Project is important?
The Mary Byron Project plays such a crucial part in our communities. It literally changes lives for
our children, adults, and seniors in the Commonwealth and across the United States through
training and programs.
What are you most excited for in MBP's future? The opportunity to help others, especially in
the area of Intimate Partner Violence training. I’m also excited to see the continued evolution and
growth of helping communities of the disenfranchised.
What is your occupation?
As Secretary of Kentucky’s Personnel Cabinet, I have led the Cabinet in the development of
innovative policies, and procedures protecting the health and well-being of over 29,000 state
employees. The Personnel Cabinet houses the State’s Office of Human Resources, the Deferred
Compensation Program, the Department of Employee Insurance, Worker’s Compensation for all
state employees, to name a few.
Tell us about your family:
I have a huge robust family where the military brought many of us to KY. My mother is from the
South in North Carolina (one of five) and my father is from Long Island, New York (one of 10) so
I’m a good mix! My mother believed in the art of education, she was an avid reader. My father
was a chess champion in New York (random fact). We have always played a big part in the civil
rights movement, which made me understand the importance of embracing and helping our
communities. I’m very close to my family. I have several 1st cousins all over the U.S. and we talk
often, love them very much.

What is your favorite music artist?
LOVE music of all kinds (I started as a music major in college). Can’t pick one.
What do you like to do for fun?
Read and go for walks. My favorite authors are John Lewis and Max Lucado (reading is relaxing
to me). I’m also a runner. As I get older, I’m a walk-runner!
What are the best toppings for a pizza?
I love Margherita Pizza and I like to add spinach.
Anything else you want to tell us about your involvement with MBP, your other work, or
yourself personally that you think our readers might be interested to know?
I have dedicated my entire career to the eradication of Intimate Partner Violence. Looking forward
to what’s to come as we evolve outside the pandemic.

The winner of the Celebrating Solutions “Award for Excellence” will be announced the first week
of January 2021. Additionally, through the generosity of a donor and in honor of founding Board
Member Mike Davis’ long-time commitment to safety through innovation, we will also recognize
four other programs that will each receive a $5,000 prize. The five winning programs will be
selected from the 13 semi-finalists listed below. Each of the agencies/programs have continued
their incredible legacy of innovation, services, and leadership to end intimate partner violence,
and we applaud each of them!

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Asian Women’s Shelter, Multilingual Access Model Program, San Francisco, CA
Battered Women’s Justice Project, SAFeR, Minneapolis, MN
Day One NY, New York, NY
DV LEAP, Washington, D.C.
GreenHouse 17, Trauma-Informed Farm Program, Lexington, KY
Jeanne Geiger Crisis Center, DV High Risk Team, Newburyport, Massachusetts
National Crime Victim Law Institute, Responding to Violence Against Women Project,
Portland, Oregon

8. National Network to End Domestic Violence, WomensLaw, Washington, D.C.
9. New York Legal Assistance Group, Project Eden, New York, New York
10. Rose Brooks Center, Bridge Program, Kansas City, Missouri
11. Sojourner House, LGBTQ Advocacy and Education Program, Providence, Rhode Island
12. Southcentral Foundation, Family Wellness Warriors Initiative, Anchorage, Alaska
13. The SAFE Alliance, Expect Respect, Austin, Texas

Click Here to Donate!
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