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Dear Reader,
This Thanksgiving week, I hope you find much to be grateful for. I
know that this year has been one full of struggle, fear, and
uncertainty. It is a year unlike any we planned for or expected. Still,
perhaps you can find some good, some reason to be thankful. I
personally am grateful for folks like you, who not only want to see
intimate partner violence end, but are willing to invest time,
resources, and compassion in seeing this goal come true.
Take a look this month at our annual report to see just how your investment is paying off through
the good work that we have done in the year since we directed our work to enhancing justice to
end intimate partner violence. Reflect on the incredible work we’ve done in the past as you check
out this month’s 20 for 20 Campaign focus on prior Celebrating Solutions winners. Celebrate with
us that we have a president-elect who appreciates the dangers and injustice of intimate partner
violence and values the work that we do. Meet and be thankful for one of the newest members of
our Board.
As the holidays approach and we figure out what navigating them looks like in an age of social
distancing and face coverings, keep your eyes, ears, and hearts open to those who are
experiencing or have experienced intimate partner violence. Be ready to listen, to offer a helping
hand, or to make a lifesaving call with someone. Be the encouragement that someone who has
lost a loved one to intimate partner violence needs to find something to celebrate this year. This
work, this cause--it can be so dark, so sad because there is real tragedy and life lost--but we are
making important strides, and right now, at this time of year, I invite you to dwell on these.

Happy reading,

To celebrate our 20th anniversary, and in anticipation of the announcement of our Award for
Excellence winner, we continued our 20 for 20 Campaign this month by highlighting past
Celebrating Solutions award winners. Throughout the month, in the spirit of the campaign, we
highlighted 20 amazing organizations who were recognized for their innovative work to end
intimate partner violence. Check out #MBP20for20.

Vice President Joe Biden speaks at an event at the National Domestic Violence Hotline, in Austin, Texas, in Oct '13.
(Official White House Photo by David Lienemann)

Congratulations to the President-elect Joe Biden who, in 2004, was the first recipient of the Mary
Byron Project Distinguished Fellow Award.
In 1994, then Senator Biden took on the crusade of authoring and urging the passage of the
Violence Against Women Act (VAWA), which combined tough law enforcement strategies with
safeguards for victims of domestic violence and sexual assault. His strong advocacy continued
even as Vice President of the United States.
We feel grateful to have a future President who knows the value of the work we do and how
important it is to continue working to end intimate partner violence.
im

This month we sat down with one of our newest board members, Jenny Recktenwald. Here’s
what she had to say:
How long have you been involved with The Mary Byron Project?
I was first introduced to the Mary Byron Project when Pat Byron and
Marcia Roth presented to a women’s political group in 2000 or 2001.
I was a young feminist activist and saw the organization as a
critical voice for change in the Louisville community at a time
when domestic violence was still often considered a “private family
matter.”
How did you get involved with MBP?
In 2002, I approached Marcia Roth (the Executive Director at the time) about providing pro-bono
support to the organization. She immediately accepted the offer, and I began working on
administrative and communications tasks related to the Celebrating Solutions Awards. That
turned into a permanent position, in which my time was split between Appriss and the Mary Byron
Project for the next seven years.
What inspired your passion with the cause of ending intimate partner violence?
Like many young women in Louisville, Mary’s story could have been my story. I was also a
product of Catholic schools, graduated from high school in the same year as Mary, and had a
similar social life. The reality that an ordinary woman – a woman who could have been a friend of
mine, or who could have been me — was taken from her family, friends and future in such a
horrific way, has stayed with me for the past 25 years.
Many of us take for granted that a healthy, safe relationship with a loving partner or spouse is the
norm. But knowing that there are so many Marys out there — living with the constant threat and
reality of violence, intimidation, and possibly death — motivates me to want to continue working
for change.
Why do you think the work of The Mary Byron Project is important?
The Mary Byron Project has proven that our criminal justice system has many gaps and
shortcomings when it comes to addressing intimate partner violence. Transforming that system is
an ongoing challenge – that’s why it’s vital for the Mary Byron Project to have a strong base of
support and the resources to grow.

What is your favorite memory or accomplishment of MBP in the past?
I was most proud of the grant the U.S. Department of Justice Office on Violence Against Women
awarded to the Mary Byron Project to develop a protocol and best practices for protective order
notifications. This was a significant step forward for victims and survivors, which remains in place
today. It wouldn’t have been possible without the leadership and expertise of the Mary Byron
Project staff with support from Appriss.
What are you most excited for in MBP's future?
I’m incredibly excited about the growth of the Appellate Advocacy Program. Faced with gaps in
the justice system and lacking the financial means to pursue an appeal, many victims remain in
danger. I look forward to helping this program grow and serve greater numbers.
What is your occupation?
Communications Manager, Appriss Insights
Tell us about your family:
Happily married for 23 years with a teenage daughter, and big extended family.
What is your favorite book?
A contemporary favorite is Beautiful Ruins, by Jess Walter. It inspired me to finally fulfill a lifelong
dream to visit Italy.
What do you like to do for fun?
I love to travel – I got a late start on traveling abroad so I’ve been making up for lost time. I also
love being on a body of water – whether it’s boating, swimming, or paddle boarding.
What are the best toppings for a pizza?
I love a good margherita-style pizza – mozzarella, tomatoes, and fresh basil.
Anything else you want to tell us about your involvement with MBP?
Serving on the Mary Byron Project Board of Directors is a huge honor for me. I’m grateful for the
chance to put my skills and experience to work.

Click here to view our 2020 Annual Report, which summarizes the work that we have done in the
year since we shifted our mission to enhancing justice to end intimate partner violence.

Click Here to Donate!
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