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Dear Reader,
As we prepare to close out Domestic Violence Awareness Month, it
is important to note that while national and local focus on domestic
violence is greater in the month of October, for people experiencing
domestic violence and other types of intimate partner violence,
November brings no reprieve from the abuse.
As the holiday season approaches, I find myself having grave concerns about the impact
for victims of IPV of months of forced social isolation, recommendations to avoid typical large
family gatherings, and election and economic stressors. I’ll take this moment to remind you that
even during the holidays, valuable important resources like the National Domestic Violence
Hotline, local police agencies, local domestic violence shelters, and local domestic violence
intake centers allowing for the filing of emergency protective order petitions remain open and
available. Likewise, though we may be closed on certain days, the Mary Byron Project continues
to provide critical services through our Appellate Advocacy Program throughout the holiday
season. By being alert and knowing when and where help is available, you are an instrumental
part in helping end IPV.
In this month’s newsletter, we will help keep you aware of valuable resources by introducing you
to prior Celebrating Solutions winners who assist certain underserved populations. We will
increase your awareness about IPV in the military, introduce you to one of our newest Board
members, celebrate and show our gratitude for fundraising efforts recently undertaken by our
friends at Appriss, and share the long-awaited first step in our 20 for 20 Campaign celebrating our
20th Anniversary. I invite you to connect with us on social media so you will be among the first to
experience each step as it is released.

Finally, before I leave you, since October is not yet finished, might I suggest that as your
contribution to Domestic Violence Awareness Month you review one of our online trainings about
domestic violence; urge a friend, family member, or colleague to sign up for this newsletter; take
five minutes to tell someone why supporting the Mary Byron Project’s mission to end intimate
partner violence is important to you; or tell us on social media what you’ve done this month in
honor of Domestic Violence Awareness Month.

Happy reading, and I hope to hear from you soon!

To celebrate 20 years of The Mary Byron Project, we are kicking off our 20 for 20 Campaign!
Stay tuned for new insights, challenges, trips down memory lane and looks toward the future.
There is no other place to begin this journey than by sharing the powerful story that started it all:
Mary Byron's Story. This month, we challenge you to watch and share this video of
Mary's Story with 20 people to help spread her legacy of bringing an end to intimate partner
violence. You can share the video from our Facebook, or by using the following link: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=AyQlrBUsEGU&t=3s

Thank you so much to our wonderful supporters at Appriss for another successful Mary Byron
Games! The 3rd annual event, which this year included a virtual 5k and biking competition, raised
over $30,000- nearly half of which came from individual employee fundraising!

In honor of Veterans Day, we’d like to highlight the military’s efforts to address intimate partner
violence. In 2018, there were over 16,000 reports of IPV incidents in the military. There are many
unique factors that raise the risk of intimate partner violence, such as combat deployments,
periods of family separation and reintegration, strenuous workloads, the spouse being isolated
from family and substance abuse. The military is aware of these risk factors and has been
implementing programs and family advocates to begin to make positive changes. They have two
types of reporting processes. Restricted reporting is reporting that does not result in command
action or law enforcement action but allows the victim to receive treatment services like
counseling and family advocacy. Unrestricted reporting involves the chain of command and law
enforcement. The Family Advocacy Program, or FAP, is the Department of Defense program that
provides support, protection, and empowers survivors. They help with things such as finding
shelters, creating a safety plan, and establishing a military protective order (which serves the
same purpose as a civilian protective order). For more information, Military OneSource has helpful
information on FAP and ways victims can seek help for IPV in the military.

This month we sat down with one of our newest board members,
Tommy Bell. Here’s what he had to say:
How did you get involved with MBP?
I worked with Assumption High School’s Mary Byron Scholars to
lead discussions and participate in the “Walk a Mile in Her Shoes”
event while I was a senior at St. X. Many years later, I lost a friend to
IPV.

What inspired your passion with the cause of ending intimate partner violence?
My friend was killed by her husband in 2016. Her newborn son was only 46 days old. The pain
endured by her family and friends has been immense and some days are nearly unbearable.
However, the strength of Mary Byron’s family has served as an inspiration and a beacon of hope.
They transformed their pain into an organization that has assisted countless women facing
intimate partner violence. That mission continues today and I’m honored to assist in any way I
can.
Why do you think the work of The Mary Byron Project is important?
One in four women and one in nine men experience IPV in their lifetimes. Abusers often control
and isolate their victims, making them feel like they are alone and completely helpless. The Mary
Byron Project is a tangible source of information, assistance, and hope. The first step is working
to help victims with the appropriate resources to exit their abusive relationship. The Mary Byron
Project’s renewed focus on enhancing justice now will advocate for victims in the myriad of legal
proceedings, allowing victims to regain control of their lives and seek relief from their abusers.
What is your occupation?
Agent and Producer at Triangle Talent--We book and produce concerts for fairs, festivals, and
corporate clients across the country, including the Kentucky State Fair, Kentucky Derby Festival,
and Churchill Downs.
Who is your favorite music artist?
My favorite band of all time is Louisville’s own My Morning Jacket.
What do you like to do for fun?
I love attending concerts, watching Louisville City FC matches, and discovering new local
restaurants. While 2020 has made many of these activities difficult, I’m thankful we’re all able to
stay connected through FaceTime and Zoom!

Each month leading to the selection of the winner of the Celebrating Solutions “Award for
Excellence”, we spotlight some of our incredible former winners and their services to victims of
intimate partner violence. This month’s winners are programs which focus on services to victims
of intimate partner violence in underserved and vulnerable populations.
The applications of all the Celebrating Solutions and Roth winners can be found on our website.
New York Legal Assistance Group, Project Eden, New York, NY
2015 Celebrating Solutions Roth Award winner
NYLAG’s Project Eden provides free legal services to Orthodox Jewish victims of domestic
violence in Brooklyn, New York, enabling them to break the cycle of abuse while remaining true to
their religious beliefs. https://www.nylag.org/

Sojourner House, LGBTQ Advocacy Program, Providence, RI
2017 Celebrating Solutions Award winner
The program provides education and training for victims, community members, social services
providers, students, schools, law enforcement; victim advocacy and support for victims who
identify as LGBTQ; emergency shelter, transitional housing, and permanent supportive housing;
sexual health advocacy and free HIV testing, and technical assistance to other community
organizations, schools, and law enforcement agencies on creating and implementing LGBTQ
inclusive policies and environments. http://www.sojournerri.org/
Domestic Violence Action Center,

Ho’oikaika ‘Ohana, Strengthen the Family Program,

Honolulu, HI
2017 Celebrating Solutions Roth Award winner
HO’O is a trauma-informed, culturally relevant, intergenerational intervention for Native Hawaiian
families who have suffered the harm of IPV.

Culturally based, trauma informed services are

provided through a nine month, 3 phase program with Native Hawaiian survivors, their children
and their families. HO’O offers an opportunity for IPV survivors and their family to mend
relationships, and focus on the shared goal of building a future free of violence and filled with
love. https://domesticviolenceactioncenter.org/

Click Here to Donate!
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