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Dear reader,
Over the last week as I’ve read the news about Dr. Amie Harwick’s death from
blunt force trauma and the arrest of her ex-boyfriend, I’m reminded yet again

that intimate partner violence exists in all social circles and all income brackets.
Unfortunately, it takes the death of someone famous like Dr. Harwick for many
people to notice this dangerous epidemic. I know you are not one of those
people.
I know that you also know that it is not just the direct victim of intimate partner
violence who is affected. According to Rachel Louise Snyder, in her book, No
Visible Bruises: What We Don’t Know About Domestic Violence Can Kill Us,
domestic homicide claimed 10,600 lives in the United States between 2000 and
2006. That’s 10,600 families, workplaces, communities, schools, etc.,
negatively impacted by intimate partner violence. Domestic violence health and
medical costs top more than $8 billion annually and cause loss of more than 8
million workdays each year. According to the advocacy group Everytown for
Gun Safety, 54% of mass shootings in America today involved domestic or
family violence. This month as we celebrate Teen Dating Violence Awareness
Month and Black History Month, I’m sadly reminded that domestic violence is
the leading cause of death for black women ages 15-35.
These statistics are staggering. They are painful. They can be changed. Won’t
you help? Start by reading our newsletter and sharing it. Get the word out that
this is a real problem that affects real people, real families, real communities.
Even our own neighborhoods.
In this month’s newsletter, you’ll be introduced to Beverly Gooden, a survivor of
intimate partner violence who created a powerful social media campaign to help
people understand how difficult leaving an abusive relationship can be for a
victim. You’ll hear the good news related to the petition we asked you to sign
last month. You’ll learn about loveisrespect’s national campaign in honor of
Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month. You’ll hear about some of our prior
work and know the importance of our appellate advocacy and legal training.
Thank you for naming our newsletter. We’re
Action each month. I hope you’ll share it
neighbors. Urge them to sign up to receive it
people we convince to acknowledge and care
the safer we all are.

excited to bring you Justice in
with friends, colleagues, and
through our website. The more
about intimate partner violence,

The #WhyIStayed Movement
With 70% of domestic violence homicides occurring after a victim leaves the
relationship, the most dangerous time for a victim is unquestionably when they
decide to leave. Still, the common response of most of society, when they hear
about a person being abused is, “why don’t they just leave?” The reasons are
complex, they are many, they are personal, and they are understandable—if people
try to understand rather than judge. In 2014, one brave survivor of domestic
violence wanted to help people understand more and judge less. She took to social
media and began the #WhyIStayed movement. Her name is Beverly Gooden. In
less than two days her social movement spurred more than 92,000 tweets,
reminding us why victims might not leave their abusers.
I tried to leave the house once after an abusive episode, and he blocked me. He
slept in front of the door that entire night.
I was hit at home growing up. How was I to have learned relationships could be
different?
Because “If I can’t have you, NO ONE will have you” was reinforced by my abuser
daily.
Because I thought it was me letting her down.
He said he would change. He promised it was the last time. I believed him. He lied.
Because I was pregnant. And wanted my daughter to have a dad.
Because I loved him.
Because my pastor told me that God hates divorce. It didn’t cross my mind that
God might hate abuse, too.
Because he made me believe no one else would understand.
I was determined to make it work, wanted kids to have their dad, convinced myself
that what he did to me wasn’t affecting them.

My mom had 3 young kids, a mortgage, and a PT job. My dad had a FT paycheck,
our church behind him, and bigger fists.
Because my word was the only evidence.
Private Violence used the social media storm and produced a powerful, short film to
help people understand that leaving is not as easy as it seems. The film is available
at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IU50HksugZk.
Gooden also founded the Ella Mae Foundation and its Bolt Bag Project. The Bolt
Bag Project is designed to make leaving—if a victim decides it is time to do so—
just a bit easier by providing a bag containing necessities like toiletries and first aid
kits. For more information about the project and the Ella Mae Foundation,
see http://www.ellamaefoundation.org/.
Next time you hear about intimate partner violence, don’t ask why don’t they just
leave. And if the people around you are asking, take a moment to educate them. It
might become safer for victims to leave if more people try to understand what they
are experiencing.

Appellate Advocacy Matters
In 2013, Sara sought a domestic violence protective order against her husband.
Sara’s husband was exhibiting violent, controlling, and unstable behavior that caused
her to fear for her safety and the safety of her daughter. Sara was particularly afraid
because she had recently separated from her husband and was seeking a divorce.
Her husband had previously become angry and abused the family pet in front of their
daughter. He had set up surveillance cameras inside their home, locked her out of
bank accounts, accessed her private email and social media accounts, and broken
her cell phone. He had become mentally unstable, kept a firearm even though he
was a convicted felon, threatened his ex-wife who had taken domestic violence
charges against him previously, and claimed to be an ex-CIA agent. Fortunately, the
judge in Sara’s case recognized her husband’s dangerous behavior and the lethality
risk it created for Sara. He granted the protective order. Sara’s husband filed an
appeal, seeking to have the protective order overturned.
The Mary Byron Project (MBP) provided legal representation for Sara in the Court of
Appeals of Kentucky. When Sara’s husband lost the case there, he pursued the case
in the Supreme Court of Kentucky. MBP continued to provide representation for Sara
and secured an opinion from Kentucky’s highest court upholding the protective order.
That order was published and is binding in every court in Kentucky. It transformed
the law for victims of intimate partner violence. The opinion permits Kentucky judges
to draw on their judicial knowledge about domestic violence risk factors when
determining whether domestic violence might again occur—a determination judges
are required to make in order to issue protective orders.

The entire appellate court process took about 2 ½ years. Because MBP stepped in,
Sara was not required to expend thousands of dollars to keep her protective order in
effect. Because MBP stepped in, there is a definitive, binding statement that allows
judges to consider their knowledge about domestic violence risk factors in assessing
risk to victims. Because MBP continues to step in through appellate advocacy and
training of legal professionals, judges will develop accurate knowledge about intimate
partner violence. This is how we are enhancing justice.

February may be a short month, but it packs a lot into its days. When this
month rolls around, many of us think of love, heart health awareness,
Black and LGBT history. But you may not know that February is also
Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month (TDVAM), an issue that is
unfortunately all too common. According to loveisrespect.org, one in three
American teens will experience physical, sexual, or emotional abuse by
someone they are dating before they become adults. And nearly half
(43%) of college women report experiencing abusive dating behaviors.
In February, intimate partner violence agencies, youth organizations and
concerned individuals like you join together to spread awareness and
stop dating abuse before it starts. loveisrespect.org is a national helpline
for teens, whose mission is to engage, educate and empower young
people to prevent and end abusive relationships. We particularly like their

campaign for TDVAM this year: #1Thing. According to their campaign
page, #1Thing is focused on meeting teens where they are. By learning

one thing about teen dating violence and sharing that with someone you
know, everyone can make a difference. The goal is to start at square one
together to build healthy relationships from the ground up. Starting
conversations about healthy relationships, especially with the young
people in your life, is a great ﬁrst step toward doing your part to
end dating abuse. A quick and easy way to get started is through social
media. Here are some of loveisrespect's ideas for social media posts:
• 1 in 3 teens experiences dating abuse. That’s 1 too many.
#1Thing#loveisrespect
• 43% of college women report experiencing abusive dating behaviors.
Text “loveis” to 22522 for support. #loveisrespect #1Thing
• ANYONE can be the victim of abuse. #TDVAM2020 #1Thing
• Dating abuse can be just as lethal as adult partner abuse. #1Thing
#TDVAM2020
• 81% of parents believe teen dating violence is not an issue or admit they
don't know if it's an issue. Let's change that. #1Thing #loveisrespect
Visit loveisrespect.org to learn more about their work and #1Thing.

We enjoyed a packed house this month for a training with our friends at Appriss! If
you have a a business or community group you think could benefit from a training on
our work and intimate partner violence, email us at info@marybyronproject.org.

Amelia Forsting Update
With much gratitude, we thank you
for your support to keep Amelia
Forsting's killer behind bars. On
February 13, 2020, theKentucky
Parole
Board
denied parole to
Amelia's killer. The voices of people
who care and who believe intimate
partner violence must be dealt
with seriously have helped make
a difference for Amelia's family.
Thank you!
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